
 

 

BAE405 GENDER STUDIES 
    

    

 

Unit I: Concepts of Gender 

Sex – Gender – Biological Determinism – Patriarchy – Feminism – Gender Discrimination – 

Gender Division of labour – Gender Stereotyping – Gender Sensitivity – Gender Equity – Equality 

– Gender Mainstreaming - Empowerment. 

 

Unit II: Social Construction of Gender 

Socialization in the family and at school, occupation and identity (identities largely unavailable to 

women such as farmer, scientist etc.) stereotypes about girls and women prevalent in the society, 

media and literature; Gender and its intersection with poverty, caste, class, religion, disability, and 

region (rural, urban and tribal areas); essentialized male and female identities and the introduction to 

third gender; discourse of LGBT 

 

Unit III: Areas of Gender Discrimination 

Family – Sex Ratio – Literacy – Health – Governance – Religion Work vs Employment – Market 

– Media – Politics – Law – Domestic Violence –Sexual Harassment – State Policies and Planning 

- Internal Complaints Committee. 

 

Unit IV: Women Development and Gender Empowerment 

Initiatives – International Women’s Decade – International Women’s Year – National Policy for 

Empowerment of Women – Women Empowerment Year 2001 – Mainstreaming Global Policies. 

 

Unit V: Women’s Movements and Safeguarding Mechanism 

In India National /State Commission for Women (NCW) – All Women Police Station – Family 

Court – Domestic Violence Act – Prevention of Sexual Harassment at Work Place Supreme Court 

Guidelines – Maternity Benefit Act – PNDT Act – Hindu Succession Act 2005 – Eve Teasing 

Prevention Act – Self Help Groups – 73rd and 74th Amendment for PRIS. 
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